Eile: JFABD - HOMELESS EDUCATION POLICY AND PROCEDURES
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act

The goal of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act is to
ensure that students in preschool through grade 12 identified as a homeless
child or unaccompanied youth residing in the Lowell Public School District
(hereinafter “District”) has equal access to the same free, appropriate public
education programs and services within the District that allew them to meet the
same challenging state academic standards to which all students are held.

Rights of Students Eligible for McKinney-Vento Provisions

Homeless students and unaccompanied youthshall not be required te. attend a
separate school or program for homeless students and shall not be stigmatized
by school personnel.

Homeless students in Presehool — Grade 12 will joe provided district services
for which they are eligible, including:

e Extracurricular and summerprogramming

e Immediate enrollment even if they are unable to provide all
doeumentation that'is typically required to enroll

e _<Attend their'school of arigin (SOO) and any designated receiving school
Receiving schaols may include regional vocational schools.

e Enroliment and transportation through the end of the year in which a
student is permanently housed.

e Free meals

e Access toTitle I, Special Education, English Language programming if
needed




The Lowell Public Schools' Homeless Education Policy addresses the
following key components of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education
Assistance Act.

Definition of Homeless Children and Youth
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adopted-Section 725(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education
Assistance Act regarding the definition of homeless children and youth which
states:




Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (per Title
IX, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended
by the Every Student Succeeds Act) defines homeless as follows:

The term "homeless children and youths":

(A) Means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence (within the meaning of section 103(a)(1)); and

(B) Includes--

(i) Children and youths who are sharing the housing of otherpersons due to
loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similarsreason; are livingyin motels,
hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due4o the lack of alternative.adequate
accommodations; are living in emergency,0r transitional shelters; orare
abandoned in hospitals;*

(i) Children and youths who have aprimary nighttime, residence that is a
public or private place not designed.for onerdinarily used as a regular sleeping
accommaodation for human beings (within the meaning of section
103(a)(2)(C));

(i) Children and youths who are living'in, cars, parks, public spaces,
abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar
settings; and

(iv) Migratory children (as such.term is defined in section 1309 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for
the purposes of this subtitle because the children are living in circumstances
describedin elauses (i) through (iii).

*Per Title IX, PartéA of the Every Student Succeeds Act, "awaiting foster care
placement" was removed from the definition of homeless on December 10,
2016; the only exception to his removal is that "covered states" have until
December 10, 2017 to remove "awaiting foster care placement” from their
definition of homeless.



Homeless Liaison or Designee

The District will designate a McKinney-Vento homeless liaison. The homeless
liaison or designee shall ensure that:

e Homeless students are voluntarily identified by school pefsonnel and through
coordination with other entities and agencies.

e Homeless students enroll in and have a full and equal oppartunity to succeed
in schools in the district.

e Homeless families/students receive educational setvices for which they are
eligible and referrals to other appropriate services.

® The parent/guardian of homelessistudents and any unaccompanied homeless
youth are informed of the educationaland,related opportunities available to
them and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in the
education of the student/youth.

e Public notice of thé educational rights of homeless students is disseminated
in such public placesias schools, meal sites, shelters and other locations
frequented by low-income families:

e There is’compliance with all federal and state policies and procedures and
mediates enrollment disputes.

e The parent/guardian of homeless students or youth and unaccompanied youth
are informed of all transportation services, including transportation to the
school of origin.

e Ensures the coordination of services between the District and other homeless
family service providers.

e Assistance is provided to students who do not have immunizations or
immunization medical records to obtain them.

e Students are not segregated on the basis of their status as homeless.



e Programs for homeless students are coordinated with other federal and local
programs.

e There is support for academic success, including credit accrual and transition
to higher education.

Enrollment

The Lowell Public Schools shall immediately enroll homeless students even if
they do not have the documents usually required for enrollment, (i.e., school
records, medical records or proof of residency). The Homeless Liaison will
assist families if needed in obtaining required records.

The term “enroll” or “enrolled” are defined to méan attending school and
participating fully in school activities.

Best Interest

Homeless parents have the right to-decide-along-with-the-schosl; whether it is
feasible or in the best interest of their child to attend the school of origin which

would allow the child to stay in the same school he/she attended before
becoming homeless and any designated receiving sehool, or transfer to-thea

school-nearestthe-shelterorothertemperary-housing-located in the district in

which they are temporarily hioused.

In the case of unaccompanied youth; the Homeless Liaison or designee will
assist in enrollment decisions.

Disputes

A student must be allowed to attend the school whose district is challenging the
student's right to attend until the Commissioner of Education or the
Commissioner's designee makes a final decision regarding the dispute. The
challenging school district must continue to provide transportation and other
school services to the student until the dispute is resolved.

The parent or guardian shall be informed of the district's decision and their
appeal rights in writing. The Lowell Public Schools' Homeless Liaison will
carry out dispute resolution as provided by state guidelines.

Nutrition Programs



The determination of eligibility for free meal benefits will be made available to
homeless students without delay. School staff may accept documentation that
students are homeless from the Homeless Education Liaison or the director of
the homeless shelter where the students reside.

Transportation

Homeless students are entitled to transportation at the request of the parent or
guardian (or in the case of an accompanied youth, the liaison) to their school of
origin or the school where they are enrolled. The student has the right to
receive transportation to their school of origin until the end of the school year
in which they are housed.

Students that were enrolled in Lowell prior to becoming homeless,and are
temporarily housed in a different school zonedave the right to transpertation to
and from their school of origin.

At minimum, all homeless studentsthat are housed within the City of Lowell,
Lowell Public Schools will be provided transportation services that are
comparable to those received by otheristudents.

Title I Services

Homeless students have the right to access the education services needed to
ensure that they have an equal opportunity to meet the same academic
standards as other students.
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